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 Guidance on the use of the Quick Look 
Flood / No flood Tool 

 During a flood - using the quick look tool 

Plot cumulative rainfall depth against elapsed time on a copy of the tool.  Do not start using the 

tool until rainfall exceeds approximately 2 mm an hour (i.e.  ignore early drizzle or very light 

rain). 

At each time step, after plotting the cumulative rainfall, assess the likelihood and expected 

severity of flooding from the curves.  Some degree of judgement is required to determine if the 

quick look tool is providing an answer that is in line with expected outcomes.  When plotted 

rainfall data crosses a curve this indicates that flooding of around that severity is possible. 

If the catchment is dry, it would generally be appropriate to step down one level.  For example, if 

the rainfall plot is on the 1 in 50 AEP curve and the catchment is dry, refer to the 1 in 20 AEP 

map and associated consequences listed in the flood intelligence card available in the MFEP.  

The exception to this would be if there was very heavy rain on a dry catchment.  In that 

circumstance, adopt a cautious approach and do not step down a level. 

If the catchment is dry and / or rain extends over more than 12 hours, the quick look tool will 

tend to over-estimate the likelihood of flooding. 

 After a flood – updating the tool 

After a flood event, plot the event rainfall depth (with date) on the quick look tool.  At the same 

time, include an overview of the event, along with commentary on antecedent conditions and 

other relevant information, in the relevant Appendix of the MFEP. 

 Example use of the quick look tool 

The section below is a fictitious example of how to use the quick look tool.  Table B1 shows the 

rainfall depths recorded at the rain gauge and the action to take on the basis of the recorded 

rainfall.  Figure B-1 shows the fictitious example plotted up on the quick look tool.   

Note that in cases where the tool has not been used from the start of rain (i.e. from early in the 

event), data should be either picked up from the start of the event or the first data plotted should 

include an estimate of how much rain has fallen and the time over which it has fallen.  If this is 

not done, the tool will likely under-estimate likely flood severity.   

Table B-1: Rainfall depths for example use of tool 

Time (hours) Rainfall Depth (mm) Action 

0 1 Ignore 

1 2 Ignore 

3 2 Ignore 

4 1 Ignore 

5 15 Plot as 15 mm at 1 hour 
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Time (hours) Rainfall Depth (mm) Action 

6 2 Plot as 17 mm at 2 hours 

7 10 Plot as 27 mm at 3 hours 

8 5 
Plot as 32 mm at 4 hours 
Indicates it may be a 5-year (20% AEP) event 

9 12 
Plot as 44 mm at 5 hours 
Indicates it may be a 10-year (10% AEP) event 
Start planning for a 10% AEP event 

10 2 
Plot as 46 mm at 6 hours 
More confident that a 10% AEP event is likely 

11 5 Plot as 51 mm at 7 hours 

12 1 Plot as 52 mm at 8 hours 

13 3 Plot as 55 mm at 9 hours 

14 10 
Plot as 65 mm at 10 hours 
Indicates it may be a 20-year (5% AEP) event. 

15 5 
Plot as 70 mm at 11 hours 
More confident that a 5% AEP event is likely 

16 2 Plot as 72 mm at 12 hours 

 

Figure B-1: Quick look rainfall tool example 
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