





There are approximately 165 kms of river available for various types of boating
activities and there are public access points along the river available for different types
of boats.

Concrete ramps ——

S=o—4| Gravelramps ~——

— Suitable for all types of trailerable small boats

Unformed river bank crossings for small boats

Rubber matting for canoes, kayaks, rafts and small boats that can be lifted into
the water — these ramps should not be used to launch boats from trailers

The very nature of the Goulburn River means there are objects, both natural and
man-made, that may affect how and where boating can be safely undertaken. The
Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority maintains an on-going program to
remove unacceptable boating hazards, particularly willow trees over hanging the river
on bends.

Hazards likely to be encountered include -
Willow trees are very common and often overhang the river,

restricting boat movement and could potentially entangle
boats or persons.

Fast flowing and turbulent water can be encountered at any
time.




POSSIBLE HAZARDS CONTINUED

Above water snags creates barriers across all or part of the
river.

Man made objects can restrict boat movement, including
rocks placed in river for white water activity and fish habitat,
pumps, water outfalls, jetties and bridges.

Closure for special events - major canoeing and kayaking
events are held on the river adjacent to the Blue Gums
Caravan Park. Special rules may be introduced during events
if it is necessary to keep other users away. Arrangements will
be in place to ensure that other users are given supervised
passage through the area. Any temporary changes are
advertised and signs erected.

Be prepared - boaters should also be prepared to encounter
other boats, particularly large recreation rafting and canoeing
groups.

Below water snags such as tree stumps or rocks are common and must be expected.

Sharp river bends restrict sight distance and mean that other boats and people may be
encountered unexpectedly. Bends can alter river flow direction and speed.

Shallow water may restrict movement, often requiring boats to be dragged over the
river bed - suitable footwear should be carried.
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Respect private property

Much of the land adjacent to the waterway is private property or leased Crown
Land and the permission of the land owner should be obtained before entering
private property.

Protect the environment

The waters and adjacent land are part of a sensitive environment and boaters
should undertake their recreation activity in such a way as to help protect and
maintain this resource.

Keep your rubbish on board and dispose of it when you return to shore.

Do not pollute the water or the adjacent land - and take special care not to spill
any fuel - pollution is not only illegal, it destroys the environment that makes this
waterway so popular.

Tourism

Boating is a valued recreation activity attracting visitors from within Victoria,
interstate and overseas. The river has become recognized for its passive
recreation opportunities including fishing, canoeing/kayaking and rafting. There
are a growing number of organised groups using the river to explore this riverine
environment. Regional tourist information offices can direct people to tour
operators, caravan parks and motels.



Conrete ramp - Lions Park ~ Gravel ramp - Molesworth ~ Rubber matting - Walnuts ~ Unformed river bank
Seymour Reserve Reserve crossing - McMartins Lane

BOAT REGISTRATION AND
OPERATOR LICENSING
Boat Registration

All boats equipped with a motor capable of being used for propulsion are re-
quired to be registered with Marine Safety Victoria through its agent VicRoads.
Operator Licensing

All recreational power boat operators are required to hold an operator’s
licence issued by Marine Safety Victoria through its agent VicRoads.
Licensing requirements —

Under 12 years Not permitted to operate a power boat

12 to less than 16 years  Restricted Power Boat Operator Licence -
Subject to speed limits, operating hours and supervision
requirements

16 years and over General Power Boat Operator Licence

FOR GENERAL WATERWAY ENQUIRES CONTACT

Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority (boating rules & activity) -
Yea Office (03) 5736 0100

Related internet sites

Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority (GBCMA)
www.gbcma.vic.gov.au

Marine Safety Victoria www.marinesafety.vic.gov.au
Goulburn Murray Water www.g-mwater.com.au
VicRoads www.vicroads.vic.gov.au

Weather Bureau www.bom.gov.au




HUGHES CREEK
IMPORTANT WATERWAY ADVICE

Observe the 5 knot speed limit

Always wear a PFD

Keep a good lookout for hazards and operate cautiously

Keep clear of willow trees and other vegetation overhanging the water

Be wary of shallow water

Cold water could result in hypothermia

Properly maintain your boat, engine and safety equipment

Don’t overload your boat and take your gear into account

Fully charge your batteries

Ensure you have sufficient fuel

Inform a person of your trip intentions

Check the weather report

Carry a suitable mobile phone

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

If an incident does occur, boat operators should render all possible assistance and
if required contact the relevant emergency service.
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